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GRAYS TUITION CENTRE – Online Tutoring 

 

WEEK: 5 

Week Beginning: (18/01/2021) 

Subject: ENGLISH 

Year: 8 

  

Lesson Objective: 

 

• To be able to read “survival” extracts and examine the significance of them. 

• To be able to show knowledge on analysing associations between elements of an 

extract.  
 

Keywords/ Concepts 

 
• Survival. 

• Analysis. 

• Poetry. 

 

 

Class Worksheets 
 For class work- extract from two survival extracts. 
 Worksheets that are relevant to the extract. 

 

Homework Worksheets 

 

 Worksheet on analysing the effectiveness on many elements in English.  
 
 

Additional Notes 
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Introduction to “survival “extracts. 

Work based on Ada Blackjack: A True Story of Survival in the Arctic by 

Jennifer Niven and Scrambles Amongst the Alps in the years 1860-69 by 

Edward Whymper 

Starter activities. 

 

1. What is survival. Write the word ‘survival’ on some paper and: 

• discuss and define what it means 

• write several sentences, each of which uses one of these words: survival, survive, survivor. 

2. Kill or be killed. 

                          ‘If you don't hunt it down and kill it, it will hunt you down and kill you.’  
                                                              (Flannery O'Connor) 

 

Write down whether you agree or disagree with this statement in a survival context. Be prepared to 

explain why you agree or disagree. 3 sentences minimum! 

3. I don't know how I survived - Think about a time when you only just survived, beginning with the 

words, 'I don't know how I survived …'.  It could be ‘surviving’ moving to a new school, losing your 

money on holiday etc..  

 

Main activities: 

“Without victor, there is no survival.” Winston Churchill 

 

• Read the text below write about your reaction to it. How do you feel about Ada’s situation? 

• Now jot down your ideas about how the writing conveys a sense of danger and explores the 

theme of survival. An example has been done to help you. 

• Thinking about the quote above, what is Ada’s ‘victory’ and how do you think it might help her to 

survive? 

 Then, go in and annotate your copy.  
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Work based on ‘Survivors’ by Siegfried Sassoon 

Activities:  

 

2. Children or men? Look at the copy of Sassoon's poem, identify words associated with children and 

identify words associated with men. Follow up by asking: ‘How does this use of contrasting language 

make you feel about the war?’ 
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Once you have read the survival poem, complete the worksheet below. 

What is expected of you is to write down the effect of each quote in the poem. Write this in the 

blank box next to each quote. 

You should make notes on the effect of: 

 Sassoon’s use of poetic techniques.  
 His use of language. 
 His use of punctuation 
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Extension- 

Write a comparative paragraph comparing the two survival extracts. 

 What things do they have in common? 
 What things differ? 
 What is the difference in the difference in language? 
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Homework 

 Write down the importance of personal 
experiences in a piece of text. 

 Write down some examples of poetic 
language. 

 What words do you associate with being a 
survivor? 

 Why is it important to very the use of 
punctuation? 

 Agree or disagree? – “the use of effective 
language techniques is more important 
than structure.” Explain. 


