
 
GRAYS TUITION CENTRE | 12 LONDON ROAD | GRAYS | ESSEX | RM17 5XY | Tel: 07582 50 40 30 

Copyrighted © 2020 

GRAYS TUITION CENTRE – Online Tutoring 

 

WEEK: 10 

Week Beginning: (22/02/2021) 

Subject: ENGLISH 

Year: 8 

  

Lesson Objective: 

 
• Be able to begin to plan and answer exam styled questions. 

• Be able to asses effectiveness and reliability of a student opinion of a text. 

 

Keywords/ Concepts 

 
• Effectiveness 

• Structure 

• Reader investment.  
 

Class Worksheets 
• For classwork- exam questions on Hard Times with relevant comprehension.  

 

 

Homework Worksheets 

 

• Worksheets on “The Selfish Giant” 
 

Additional Notes 
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Section A: Reading 
 

1. Read again the first part of the source from lines 1-5 
List four things that the speaker believes about “Facts”        [4 marks] 
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2. Look in detail at this extract from lines 6-19 of the source.  
How does the writer use language here to describe the speaker? 

You could include the writers choice of: 

• Words and phrases 

• Language features and techniques. 

• Sentence forms.                                                                        [8 marks] 
 

3. Now you need to think about the whole of the source. 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

You could writer about: 

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning 

• How and why the writer changes this focus as the extract develops 

• Any other structural features that interest you.                  [8 marks] 
 

 

4. Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from 
line 20 to the end.  

A student, having read this section of the text said: “Thomas Gradgrind sounds 

like a miserable person who is mean to children. He treats the children like 

objects, not people. 

To what extent do you agree? Create a short plan before you begin. 

In your response, you could: 

• Write about your impressions of the children 

• Evaluate how the writer has created these impressions. 

• Support your opinions with references to the text.                  [15 marks] 

 

Extension activities: 

❖ Create a table to fill in 4 quotations of your choice. Here, you will 
annotate any language techniques used, analyse punctuation, effect, 
imagery ext. 

❖ Write what themes, symbols, or connotations you can find throughout 
the text and explain their importance. 

❖  What genre is this text? Why do you think the purpose of this was when 
chosen by the author?  
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❖ How is the character presented? What effect does this have on the 
reader? 

❖ Write 3 sentences exploring why you think the extract is likely to intrigue 
and entice a reader.  

❖ What atmosphere is the author attempting to create?  
 

Quotation  Meaning and effect 
“A man of realities. A man of facts 
and calculations” 

 

“In this life, we want nothing but 
facts Sir; nothing but facts.” 

 

“Plant out nothing else, and root out 
everything else” 
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Homework.  
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