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GRAYS TUITION CENTRE – Online Tutoring 

 

WEEK: 11 

Week Beginning: (01/03/2021) 

Subject: ENGLISH 

Year: 7 

  

Lesson Objective: 

 

• Be able to analyse war poetry and be able to emphasise the importance of 

poetry being used as a voice against conflict. 

• Be able to imply the literacy technique effects and then to explain how certain 

words create an  

 

Keywords/ Concepts 

 
• War novels. 

• Connotations 

• Form and structure.  

 

 

Class Worksheets 
• For class work- Two poems from conflict anthology.  

 

Homework Worksheets 

 

• Worksheet on Wilfred Owen.  
 
 
 

Additional Notes 
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Answer the following questions to explore the way Duffy uses literary techniques to 
convey meaning in the poem.  

 

1. What is the effect of the metaphor and sibilance in the line two? 
2. What is the effect of the setting of this poem (consider light, darkness, and isolation) 

and why might the darkroom be a sanctuary? 
3. Why might he draw a parallel between himself and a priest? 
4. This use of parataxis in line six is key because it creates a quite blunt tone- what is 

significant about this list? What does the metaphor at the end mean? 
5. What is the effect of the monosyllabic first line in the second stanza? 
6. There is a double meaning of ‘solutions’. In what ways might these photographs act 

as solutions? 
7. What is the effect of the enjambment in the first three lines of the second stanza? 

What does the line ‘which did not tremble then through seem to now’ mean? What 
is the significance of the gentle, poignant verb ‘tremble’? 

8. What does he mean by ‘ordinary pain’? 
9. We have a moment of sustained enjambment in the third stanza, as a painful 

memory is experienced. He is photographing a dying man- how does Duffy portray 
the photographer as being sensitive and respectful here? 

10. What point is Duffy making when she describes the eyes of readers and uses internal 
rhyme to link it to ‘beers’? 

11. At the end, the photographer sets off on another expedition. How is the language 
used to convey his sense of detachment from English? 

12. What is the significance of the final line and what does it suggest about the theme of 
increasing indifference to the victims of conflict? 

 

Form and structure 

 

How was the poem laid out? What might be the effect of this? 

 

Analytical paragraphs  
 

a. How is the horror of war conveyed in this poem? Select three quotations and analyse these 
in detail. 

b. How is the photographer presented in this poem? Make three point about his character and 
his role.  
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Answer these following questions: 
 

1. Who do you think is narrating this poem? 
2. Where do you think they are? What is happening around them? 
3. How are they feeling? How do you know? 

 

Match the language feature and quotation or example from the poem, to the effect on the reader. 
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Read and reflect on the following questions: 

1. As an officer in the army, Wilfred Owen wrote poetry on the subject of war to speak 
for the men in his care, and to show the ‘Pity of War’. Do you think the poem is 
effective in doing this? 

2. Which words, phrases or images do you find most interesting, moving, or disturbing? 
Are there any words or phrases that you find confusing? 

3. What experiences or subjects do you think are important? Do you think poetry is a 
good way to convey an experience to others? 
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Homework! 

 

• Write your initial impressions on this poem. 

• Comment on at least 3 quotations- analyse structure, any language 
techniques used and tone.  

• Write the intentions of Owen upon writing this poem. 

• Line 13 contains enjambment, write why you think it is important and 
effective.  


