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WEEK: 10
Week Beginning: (Monday 25" May 2020)
Subject: ENGLISH
Year: 7

Lesson Objective:

e Analyse the language used at the beginning of stories to grab reader’s attention
e Analyse how language is used in to set tone and mood

Keywords/ Concepts

e Tone
e Mood

Class Worksheets

e For class work and example analysis:
All worksheets and questions are based on the extract called “Do Not Say We Have
Nothing”

Homework Worksheets

e extract from “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” with a table to analyse the metaphors used.

Additional Notes
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Do Not 5ay We Have Nothing

This is the opening chapter to the movel. Inthis saction the narratar,
faria, talls us about her father and his death. Although writtem in
2018, the navel begins In1g8g — the same year inwhich hundreds of
Chinese citizens were killed for protesting in Tiananmen Square,
Beifjing.

In a single year, my father Iefi vs twvice. The first tima, to ead his
marfiage and the serond, when be took his own life. That year, 1989, ooy
mother few to Hong Fong and 13id omy father to sest in 3 cemetery near
the Chinese border. Aftersrards, distranght, she mshed home to
Wancowver where [ had been alone. Iwas ten years old.

Heze is what I remember:

Ay father has a handsome, agsless face; he is a kind but melancholy man.
He wrears glasses that have ao frames and the lanses give the imprassion of
horeering just bafors ki the thinnest of cortains. His eyes, dark brown,
are guarded and vasuge; he is ooly 30 years old. by fathes's name wras
Jiznz Kai and he was boro i a small villaze ouside of Chanzsha Later
of, when I learned ooy fathes had been a renowned concet pianist in
China I thonght of the way his fngess tapped the kitchen tabis, hoer they
pattered across conatertops and alons ory mathes's soft arms all the way
tx het fingerrips, driving her crary and me ot fits of glee. He gave ma my
Chinese name, Jianz Li-ling, and ooy English one, Marie Tiang. When he
died, I was coly a child, and the fewr muemodias [ possessed, howeves
fractiomal, horever inaccudate, wera all Thad of him. I've oever let thera

go.

In moy terentias, in the difficult vears after both oy parents had passed
avray, I gave myy life wholsheartedly to awmbers — obsesvation, cofjectuse,
Iogic and proof, the tools we mathemativians have aot ooty to interprat,
ot simoly to describe the world, Fog the last decade Thave been a
professor at Simon Fraser University in Canada MNumbers have allowed
e to move between the vnimaginahiy {arze and the magnificently souati;
tx live an existence away from ooy parents, their affairs and varequited
dreams and, Tused to think oy owm.

Sodme yeafs ago, ia 2010, whils waliing in WVanrowwer's Chinatomm, T
pas=ad a stoge selling WIS, T remernber that it was poasing rain and the

Do Not Say We Have Nothing by Madeleine Thien
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sidewalks were empty. Concert music rang from two enormous speakers
outside the shop. I knew the music, Bach’s Sonata for Piano and Violin
No. 4, and I was drawn towards it as keenly as if someone were pulling
me by the hand.

Dizzy, I leaned against the glass.

And suddenly I was in the car with my father. I heard rain splashing up
over the tires and my father, humming. He was so alive, so beloved, that
the incomprehensibility of his suicide grieved me all over again. By then,
my father had been dead for two decades, and such a pure memory of him
had never come back to me. I was thirty-one vears old.
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Activities
The novel begins with the following sentence:

In a single year, my father left us twice.

e Do you think this is a powerful opening sentence? Why, or why not?
e How do you think the narrator feels about her father leaving? Try to
support your answers with references to the extract.

Here is the first paragraph:

In a single year, my father left us twice. The first time, to end his marriage, and the
second, when he took his own life. That year, 1989, my mother flew to Hong Kong
and laid my father to rest in a cemetery near the Chinese border. Afterwards,
distraught, she rushed home to Vancouver where | had been alone. | was ten.

In the second sentence, ‘The first time, to end his marriage, and the second,
when he took his own life.”, the writer uses a list format to tell the reader
about two increasingly traumatic events. What effect does the use of the list
have? How does it make the narrator seem?

Here is the next part of the extract:

Here is what | remember:

My father has a handsome, ageless face; he is a kind but melancholy man. He wears
glasses that have no frames and the lenses give the impression of hovering just before
him, the thinnest of curtains. His eyes, dark brown, are guarded and unsure; he is only
39 years old. My father’s name was Jiang Kai and he was born in a small village
outside of Changsha. Later on, when | learned my father had been a renowned concert
pianist in China, | thought of the way his fingers tapped the kitchen table, how they
pattered across countertops and along my mother’s soft arms all the way to her
fingertips, driving her crazy and me into fits of glee. He gave me my Chinese name,
Jiang Li-ling, and my English one, Marie Jiang. When he died, | was only a child, and
the few memories | possessed, however fractional, however inaccurate, were all | had
of him. | have never let them go.
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List four things you learn about the narrator’s father in this extract:

Now read the extract again and answer the questions around it. These will
help you to think about the writer’s use of language, and the effects this has on
our understanding of this character:

_ 1. What does this phrase make
Here is what I remember: you think about the narrator's

memories?
My father has a handsome,

ageless face; he 15 a kind but
melancholy man. He wears
glasses that have no frames and
the lenses give the impression of
hovering just before him, the
thinnest of curtains.

2. What does this metaphor suggest about the narrator's father?
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His eyes, dark brown, aI'E 3. What do these adjective
guarded and unsure; Heis only choices suggest about the
39 vears old. My father's name S e e

was Jiang Kai and he was born

in a small village outside of

Changsha. Later on, when I

learned my father had been a

renowned concert pianist in

China, I thought of the way his

fingers tapped the kitchen table,

how they pattered across

countertops and along my

mothert’s soft arms all the way to

her fingertips, driving her crazy

and me into fits of glee. He gave

me my Chinese name, Jiang Li. 4. What does this part of the
ling, and my English one, Marie description suggest about the
Jiane. When he died, I was anly narrator's father? Does this
alshild, and the few memories I surprise you? Why:
possessed, however fractional,

hibwever inaccurate, were all I

had of him. I've never let them

0.

Challenge question:
What could this svmbaolise?

Question- Look again at the final part of this paragraph, ‘... the few memories |
possessed, however fractional, however inaccurate, were all | had of him. I've
never let them go.’ Based on these sentences, how would you describe the
narrator’s feelings towards her father? Explain your answer, with reference to
the extract.
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In this paragraph, the writer moves between past and present tense.

Give two examples of present tense verbs and two examples of past tense
verbs from the paragraph:

Past Present

- Why do you think the writer chooses to mix the tenses here? What
effect does this have?

Here is the next part of the extract:

In my twenties, in the difficult years after both my parents had passed

away, | gave my life wholeheartedly to numbers — observation,
conjecture, logic and proof, the tools we mathematicians have not only
to interpret, but simply to describe the world. For the last decade | have
been a professor at Simon Fraser University in Canada. Numbers have
allowed me to move between the unimaginably large and the
magnificently small; to live an existence away from my parents, their
affairs, and unrequited dreams and, | used to think, my own.

Earlier parts of the extract have moved backwards and forwards in time, but
this section is chronological (meaning that events are described in the order
they happened). What effect does this have? What does it make you think
about the narrator?

Then look at the final part of the extract.

1. Which phrase in the extract above shows that the narrator’s feeling of
‘being in the car with my father’ is a memory?

2. What is the effect of this sudden movement from the present reality
into memory?
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3. The writer uses a cyclical structure here, linking the end of the extract to
the beginning by referring again to her father’s suicide, and to her age.
What effect does this have

Then answer this exam styled questions. This has to be at least 2 paragraphs:

“Explain how the writer uses personal experiences to engage the reader.” You
may refer to the use of past and present. You must refer to relevant quotation.

Extension:

A student, having read this section of the text, said: “The writer describes the
narrator and her grief very vividly. It makes you sympathise with the narrator.”

To what extent do you agree?

In your response, you could:

e write about your own impressions of the narrator
e evaluate how the writer creates these impressions
e support your opinions with references to the text

Then...

Effect of using past and present in the | Effect of using the narrators own
extract. memories. Why is it significant?

GRAYS TUITION CENTRE | 12 LONDON ROAD | GRAYS | ESSEX | RM17 5XY | Tel: 07582 50 40 30
Copyrighted © 2020




Homework!!

Tess of the d’Urbervilles

This extract is from the opening of Tess of the d'Urbervilles, a novel by
lomas Hardy. It was published in 1861 In the extract, Tess and her
younger brather are taking a wagon full of beehives to the market,
bacause thalr father was too drunk to make the jowrnay himself. The
journey 1s long, and at the start of this extract, Tess and her brather
have both fallen asleep.

A sudden jeri shook hes in her seat and Tess awokee froon the sleed o
which she, to0, had failsn.

They were 2 long way further on than when she had lost consciowsness,
and the wagon had stopped. A hollowr gooan, valike amvthing she had ever
heard in her life, came from the font, followred by a2 showt of "Hod these!™

The lantera hanaing at her wagoa had gone out, but another was shining
in hes face—mmich brighter than her own had besn Something terrdble had
happened. The harnsss was entangled with an object which blocked the
WaY.

In consternation Tess jumped dovwn, and discovesad the dreadiinl truth.
The groan had proceeded from her father’s poor horss Prince, The
srodning mail-caft, with s tero nodseless wheels, spesding slong these
lanes like an arsorer, as it alwayvs did, had driven into her slowr and
unlighted equipazs. The pomied shaft of the cart had entered the beeast of
the vahappy Prince Iiks 3 sword, and from the wrownd his life's blood was
spoUting in & stream, and falling writh 3 hiss into the road.

In her despaic Tess sprang forward and puot her hand vpoa the hole, writh
the only resuli that she became splashed from face to skirt with the
crifnson drops. Then she stood helplessty looking on. Prince also stood
firm and motsonless 25 longz as he could; tifl he suddenty sank down in a
heap.

Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy

By this time the fmail-cart man had joined her, and began dragzing and
unharnessing the hot form of Prince. Buot he was atready dead, and, sesing
that nothing more could be done fmmediately, the mail-caft man retiened
o his own animal which was vninfused.

Tess of the d'

"You was on the wrong side” he said. "I am bouad to g0 on with the
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mail-bags, so that the best thing for you to do &= bide here writh your
load 'l zend somebody to help you as soon as [ can. It &= getiing daytizht,
and vou have nothing to fear.”

He mouated and sped on his way; while Tess stood and waited. The
atmosphers turned pale, the birds shook themsslves in the hedges arose,
and terittered; the lane showed all its white features, and Tess showed
hers, still whiter. The hugs pool of blood in front of her was alseady
assuming the iridescence of coagulation; and when the soa rose a huadred
prismatic hoes were reflected from it. Prince lay alongside still and staric
his eves half opea, the hole in his chest looking scarcely large enough to
have let out all that had ansmated hirm.

"Tiz all roy doing-all mine!" the girl cried, garing at the spectacle. "To
excuse for me-noqne. What will mother and father live on now? Aby,
Aby!" She shook the child, who had slept soundly throough the whole
disaster. "We can't go oa with our load-Priace is killeg!™

Technique

[ Metaphor |
simile |
oanomatopoeelal)

“The pointed shaft of the Simila
cart had enterad the

breast of the unhappy

Prince like a sword .7

Example

4. from the weoumnd his
life"s blood was spouting
in a stream ...

*and falling with a hiss
into the road.”
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