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GRAYS TUITION CENTRE – Online Tutoring 

 

WEEK: 10 

Week Beginning: (Monday 25
th

 May 2020) 

Subject: ENGLISH 

Year: 7 

  

Lesson Objective: 

 
 Analyse the language used at the beginning of stories to grab reader’s attention 

 Analyse how language is used in to set tone and mood 

 

 

 

Keywords/ Concepts 

 
 Tone 

 Mood 

 

 

Class Worksheets 

 For class work and example analysis: 
All worksheets and questions are based on the extract called “Do Not Say We Have 
Nothing” 
 
 

 

Homework Worksheets 

 

 extract from “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” with a table to analyse the metaphors used.  
 
 
 

Additional Notes 
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Activities 
The novel begins with the following sentence: 

 

 

 Do you think this is a powerful opening sentence? Why, or why not? 

 How do you think the narrator feels about her father leaving? Try to 
support your answers with references to the extract. 

 

Here is the first paragraph: 

 

 

 

 

In the second sentence, ‘The first time, to end his marriage, and the second, 

when he took his own life.’, the writer uses a list format to tell the reader 

about two increasingly traumatic events. What effect does the use of the list 

have? How does it make the narrator seem? 

Here is the next part of the extract: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In a single year, my father left us twice.  

In a single year, my father left us twice. The first time, to end his marriage, and the 

second, when he took his own life. That year, 1989, my mother flew to Hong Kong 

and laid my father to rest in a cemetery near the Chinese border. Afterwards, 

distraught, she rushed home to Vancouver where I had been alone. I was ten.  

Here is what I remember: 

My father has a handsome, ageless face; he is a kind but melancholy man. He wears 

glasses that have no frames and the lenses give the impression of hovering just before 

him, the thinnest of curtains. His eyes, dark brown, are guarded and unsure; he is only 

39 years old. My father’s name was Jiang Kai and he was born in a small village 

outside of Changsha. Later on, when I learned my father had been a renowned concert 

pianist in China, I thought of the way his fingers tapped the kitchen table, how they 

pattered across countertops and along my mother’s soft arms all the way to her 

fingertips, driving her crazy and me into fits of glee. He gave me my Chinese name, 

Jiang Li-ling, and my English one, Marie Jiang. When he died, I was only a child, and 

the few memories I possessed, however fractional, however inaccurate, were all I had 

of him. I have never let them go. 
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List four things you learn about the narrator’s father in this extract: 

 

Now read the extract again and answer the questions around it. These will 

help you to think about the writer’s use of language, and the effects this has on 

our understanding of this character: 
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Question- Look again at the final part of this paragraph, ‘... the few memories I 

possessed, however fractional, however inaccurate, were all I had of him. I’ve 

never let them go.’ Based on these sentences, how would you describe the 

narrator’s feelings towards her father? Explain your answer, with reference to 

the extract. 
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In this paragraph, the writer moves between past and present tense. 

Give two examples of present tense verbs and two examples of past tense 

verbs from the paragraph: 

                Past                                                                       Present  

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Why do you think the writer chooses to mix the tenses here? What 
effect does this have? 

 

Here is the next part of the extract: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlier parts of the extract have moved backwards and forwards in time, but 

this section is chronological (meaning that events are described in the order 

they happened). What effect does this have? What does it make you think 

about the narrator? 

Then look at the final part of the extract.  

1. Which phrase in the extract above shows that the narrator’s feeling of 
‘being in the car with my father’ is a memory? 

2. What is the effect of this sudden movement from the present reality 
into memory? 

 

In my twenties, in the difficult years after both my parents had passed 

away, I gave my life wholeheartedly to numbers – observation, 

conjecture, logic and proof, the tools we mathematicians have not only 

to interpret, but simply to describe the world. For the last decade I have 

been a professor at Simon Fraser University in Canada. Numbers have 

allowed me to move between the unimaginably large and the 

magnificently small; to live an existence away from my parents, their 

affairs, and unrequited dreams and, I used to think, my own. 



 
GRAYS TUITION CENTRE | 12 LONDON ROAD | GRAYS | ESSEX | RM17 5XY | Tel: 07582 50 40 30 

Copyrighted © 2020 

3. The writer uses a cyclical structure here, linking the end of the extract to 
the beginning by referring again to her father’s suicide, and to her age. 
What effect does this have 

 

Then answer this exam styled questions. This has to be at least 2 paragraphs:  

“Explain how the writer uses personal experiences to engage the reader.” You 
may refer to the use of past and present. You must refer to relevant quotation.  
 

Extension: 

A student, having read this section of the text, said: “The writer describes the 

narrator and her grief very vividly. It makes you sympathise with the narrator.” 

To what extent do you agree? 

In your response, you could: 

• write about your own impressions of the narrator 

• evaluate how the writer creates these impressions 

• support your opinions with references to the text 

Then… 

Effect of using past and present in the 
extract.  

Effect of using the narrators own 
memories. Why is it significant? 
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Homework!! 
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